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n̓səlx̓čin̓ iʔ sn̓kʷnim̓ 2 
 
All of the songs in this collection were translated from English and are 
based on traditional Euro-American melodies. All of the songs were 
translated, transcribed and sung by Sʕamtíca̓ʔ Peterson. The songs 
were recorded by Christopher Parkin in December of 2005 and January 
of 2006.  Publication of this songbook and audio files has been 
supported by Salish School of Spokane, The Paul Creek Language 
Association, and the Lower Similkameen Indian Band. For the 2nd 
edition, Christopher Parkin corrected spellings and converted the text 
to a Unicode font. For the 2nd edition, versions 2 through 5, additional 
spelling corrections were made by Christopher Parkin. 
 
No copyright is asserted for the melodies included in this song 
collection. 
 
Salish content copyright information: 
 
USA ©2006-20 Salish School of Spokane 
Canada © 2006-20 The Paul Creek Language Association 
 
Interested persons may duplicate these materials for 
NONCOMMERCIAL purposes as long as credit is given to the author. 
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n̓səlx̓čin̓ iʔ sn̓kʷnim̓ 2 

sn̓kʷnim̓ skʷists 

1.  kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓  tune of a hunting we will go 

2.  čʔičəčkn̓ iʔ tmixʷ  tune of Mary had a little lamb 

3.  kʷn̓nun̓t   tune of Bonnie lies over the ocean 

4.  n̓łəx̫̌ p̓mitkʷ   tune of Bonnie lies over the ocean 

5.  iʔ k̓l ̓sn̓k̓ʷan̓łqtn̓  tune of you are my sunshine 

6.  x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓  happy birthday 

7.  kn̓ x̌čmn̓čut   tune of down by the bay 

8.  kʷ łə lim̓t   if you're happy and you know it 

9.  k̓ʷək̓ʷyúmaʔ iʔ tupl ̓ itsy bitsy spider 

10. kn̓ sxəxƛu̓́taʔx  tune of I am a little teapot 

11. čilk̓st pəspus   tune of twinkle little star 

12. in̓pús Puff   tune of Mary had a little lamb 

13. ca̓knílxʷ smalk̓̓ʷíkst tune of six little ducks 

14. ʔučlx̓, ʔučlx̓ astáłm̓ row, row, row your boat 

15. kn̓ sn̓lt̓iʔtn̓   I am a little teapot 

16. ha kʷ səčʔitxəx ?  Are you sleeping? 
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1.  kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 
 
kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu łəłtp̓in̓ t qixʷlx̓ 

uł nw̓tn̓tim̓ l ̓łəkap 

 

kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu łəłtp̓in̓ t q̓ʷəq̓ʷaʔk 

l ̓sn̓k̓ʷan̓łqtn̓ n̓tk̓̓ʷúlaʔxʷn̓tm̓ 

 

kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu k̓aw̓sq̓aq̓íta̓ʔm̓ 

kʷu łəłtp̓in̓ t xʷəxʷmínaʔ 

ixíʔ uł ʔiłn̓tm̓ 

 
 
A fishing we will go (x2) 
We caught a sucker 
and put it the bucket 
 
A fishing we will go (x2) 
We caught a pike minnow 
and put it in the garden 
 
A fishing we will go (x2) 
We caught a trout 
and then we ate it up 
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2.  čʔičəčkn̓ iʔ tmixʷ 
 

kʷu wikm̓ t pəpiq x̌ʷʕatx̌ʷt 

pəpiq x̫̌ ʕatx̌ʷt 

pəpiq x̫̌ ʕatx̌ʷt 

kʷu wikm̓ t pəpiq x̌ʷʕatx̌ʷt 

əčʔičksts iʔ pəpʕaspəs 
 

kʷu wikm̓ t kʷəkʷriʔ pəpʕaspəs 

kʷəkʷriʔ pəpʕaspəs 

kʷəkʷriʔ pəpʕaspəs 

kʷu wikm̓ t kʷəkʷriʔ pəpʕaspəs 

əčʔicksts iʔ p̓um̓ sx̫̌ ƛ̓iʔ 
 

kʷu wikm̓ t p̓um̓ sx̌ʷƛ̓iʔ 

p̓um̓ sx̫̌ ƛi̓ʔ 

p̓um̓ sx̫̌ ƛi̓ʔ 

kʷu wikm̓ t p̓um̓ sx̌ʷƛ̓iʔ 

əčʔicksts iʔ han̓ kʷukʷús 
 

kʷu wikm̓ t han̓ kʷukʷús 

han̓ kʷukʷús 

han̓ kʷukʷús 

kʷu wikm̓ t han̓ kʷukʷús 

əčʔicksts iʔ sčułm̓ qʷisp 
 

kʷu wikm̓ t q̓ʷʕay̓ sčułm̓ qʷisp 

q̓ʷʕay̓ sčułm̓ qʷisp 

q̓ʷʕay̓ sčułm̓ qʷisp 

kʷu wikm̓ t q̓ʷʕay̓ sčułm̓ qʷisp 

uł kʷuʔ əčʔicksts ʕapnáʔ 
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We see the white ducks 
white ducks (x2) 
We see the white ducks 
Playing with the chicks 
 
We see the yellow chicks 
yellow chicks (x2) 
We see the yellow chicks 
Playing with a brown mountain goat 
 
We see the brown mountain goat 
brown mountain goat (x2) 
We see the brown mountain goat 
Playing with a pink pig 
 
We see a pink pig 
pink pig (x2) 
We see a pink pig 
Playing with the bull buffalo 
 
We see the black bull buffalo 
black bull buffalo (x2) 
We see the black bull buffalo 
And he is playing with me now 

 
 
 

3.  Kʷn̓nun̓t 

 

iʔ xʷəxʷmínaʔ əčk̓ʷʔinm̓ l ̓čəčwíxaʔ 

iʔ xʷəxʷmínaʔ əčk̓ram̓ l ̓saʔtítkʷ 

iʔ xʷəxʷmínaʔ əčn̓k̓wilx l ̓ti̓k̓ʷt 

húmaʔ kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t xʷəxʷmínaʔ 

 

xʷəxʷmínaʔ, xʷəxʷmínaʔ 

kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t xʷəxʷmínaʔ k̓ in̓čá, k̓ in̓čá 

xʷəxʷmínaʔ, xʷəxʷmínaʔ 

kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t xʷəxʷmínaʔ k̓ in̓čá 
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iʔ ʔarsíkʷ əčʔukʷt l ̓čəčwíxaʔ 

iʔ ʔarsíkʷ əčk̓ram̓ l ̓saʔtítkʷ 

iʔ ʔarsíkʷ n̓łəx̌ʷp̓mitkʷ l ̓ti̓k̓ʷt 

húmaʔ kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t ʔarsíkʷ 

 

ʔarsíkʷ, ʔarsíkʷ 

kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t ʔarsíkʷ k̓ in̓čá, k̓ in̓čá 

ʔarsíkʷ, ʔarsíkʷ 

kʷuʔ čkʷnixt t ʔarsíkʷ k̓ in̓čá 

 
 
The trout are biting in the creek 
The trout paddle in the river 
The trout swim in the lake 
Please catch a trout for me 
Trout, trout 
Catch a trout for me, for me, for me 
Trout, trout 
Catch a trout for me, for me 
 
The turtle crawls in the creek 
The turtle paddles in the river 
The turtle dives in the lake 
Please catch a turtle for me 
Turtle, turtle 
Catch a turtle for me, for me, for me 
Turtle, turtle 
Catch a turtle for me, for me 
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4.  n̓łəx̌ʷp̓mitkʷ 

 

kn̓ n̓łəx̌ʷp̓mitkʷ n̓qʷast l ̓ti̓k̓ʷt 

kn̓ n̓łəx̌ʷp̓mitkʷ n̓ti̓́ta̓ʔpt t saʔtítkʷ 

kn̓ n̓łəx̌ʷp̓mitkʷ ƛ̓x̌itkʷ iʔ čəčwíxaʔ 

mat stim̓ ilíʔ iksčwík ? 

 

qaqxʷlx̓, qaqxʷlx̓ 

čmay̓ wikn̓ iʔ qaqxʷlx̓ ʕapnáʔ, ʕapnáʔ 

qaqxʷlx̓, qaqxʷlx̓ 

čmay̓ wikn̓ iʔ qaqxʷlx̓ ʕapnáʔ 

 

ʔarsíkʷ, ʔarsíkʷ... 

sʕ̓aníxʷ, sʕ̓aníxʷ... 

ca̓́y̓x̌aʔ, ca̓́y̓xǎʔ.... 

 
 
I dive deep in the lake 
I dive shallow in the river 
I dive in the swift creek 
I wonder what I will see there 
fish, fish 
maybe I will see a fish now, now 
fish, fish 
maybe I will see a fish now 
 
turtle, turtle... 
muskrat, muskrat... 
crawdad, crawdad... 
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5.  iʔ k̓l ̓sn̓k̓ʷan̓łqtn̓ 

 

iʔ k̓l ̓sn̓k̓ʷan̓łqtn̓ 

iʔ xǎst sn̓k̓ʷan̓łqtn̓ 

xʷʔit iʔ x̌ast sk̓ʷan̓łq kaʔ čplal ̓

ʔumn̓t iʔ sk̓ʷan̓łq an̓misx̌ást 

iʔ limná naʔł kʕax̌ʕ̓áx̌ca̓ʔ 

 

...iʔ skʷəkʷiw̓ naʔł x̌ʷəsx̌ʷúsaʔqs 

...iʔ patáq naʔł liplí 

...iʔ sƛ̓uk̓ʷm̓ naʔł lipwʕáʔ 

...iʔ ƛ̓áqʷaʔ naʔł shay̓k̓ʷ 
 

 
 
In the garden 
The good garden 
Lots of good vegetables are growing 
Name the vegetables that you like best 
Watermelon and cantaloupe 
 
...Tomato and cucumber 
...Potato and corn 
...Carrot and peas 
...Celery and onion 
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6.  x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ 

 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓l ̓Trent 

x̌ast sn̓k̓ʷull̓t̓n̓ k̓ anwí 
 
Happy birthday to you (x4) 
...happy birthday to Trent... 

 

 

 

7.  kn̓ x̌cmn̓cut 

 

čm̓qʷaqʷ tk̓m̓tkniłxʷ 

uł kn̓ x̌čmn̓čut 

lʕaʔn̓tín̓ in̓qʷáčqn̓ 

lʕaʔn̓tín̓ in̓k̓łyirčín̓ 

lʕaʔn̓tín̓ in̓lkapú 

nixʷ ismalk̓̓ʷíkst 

itlí istł̓ti̓́łxn̓ 

mi sič kʷu ʔičkn̓ 
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It is snowing outside 
And I get dressed 
I put on my hat 
I put on my scarf 
I put on my coat 
also, my mittens 
then my rubber boots 
then we will play 

 

 

 

8.  kʷ łə lim̓t 

 

kʷ łə lim̓t uł əčmistíxʷ kʷ n̓tqn̓kikstm̓ 

kʷ łə lim̓t uł əčmistíxʷ kʷ n̓tqn̓kikstm̓ 

kʷ łə lim̓t uł əčmistíxʷ nyʕ̓ay̓p kʷ n̓tqn̓kikstm̓ 

kʷ łə lim̓t uł əčmistíxʷ kʷ n̓tqn̓kikstm̓ 

 

kʷ łə ʕay̓m̓t... kʷ trt̓rq̓xnam̓ 

kʷ łə ʔay̓x̌ʷt... kʷ haw̓híwiʔst 

kʷ łə n̓xǐł... kʷ čʕačʕáyp̓m̓ 

kʷ łə q̓ilt̓... kʷ n̓łʕam̓t 

kʷ łə n̓xǎʔsíls̓... kʷ ʕ̓ay̓n̓čút 

 

If you are happy and you know it, clap your hands 
If you are happy and you know it, clap your hands 
If you are happy and you know it, always clap your hands 
If you are happy and you know it, clap your hands 
 
If you are angry... stomp your feet 
If you are tired... yawn 
If you are scared... scream 
If you are sick... cough 
If you are amused... laugh 
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9.  k̓ʷək̓ʷyúmaʔ iʔ tupl ̓
 
k̓ʷək̓ʷyúmaʔ iʔ tupl ̓

tk̓iwlx̓ l ̓n̓siw̓łkʷtn̓ 

ilíʔ uł q̓it 

uł suk̓ʷt iʔ tupl ̓

čʔáčqaʔ iʔ skʷəkʷlal ̓

uł xw̓̌aw̓ iʔ tupl ̓

k̓ʷək̓ʷyúmaʔ iʔ tupl ̓

łtk̓iwlx̓ l ̓n̓siw̓łkʷtn̓ 
 
The little spider 
crawled up the waterspout 
Then it rained 
and floated the spider out 
The sun came out 
and dried out the spider 
The little spider 
crawled up the spout again 

 
 

10.  kn̓ sxəxƛ̓útaʔx 
 
kn̓ sxəxƛ̓útaʔx 

kw̓píca̓ʔ uł yir 

kn̓ ca̓́čqaʔ uł wikn̓ isqáqlaʔxʷ 

kn̓ n̓xǐł uł kn̓ łə n̓ʔułxʷ 

ta̓q̓m̓kst skʕačíw̓s kskca̓ʔca̓ʔłínaʔs 
 
I am ground hog 
Hairy and round 
I go out and see my shadow 
I am afraid and I go back in 
It will be cold for six weeks 
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11.  čilk̓st pəspus 
 
čilk̓st pəspus əčʔičəčkn̓ 

axáʔ ti̓ʔ p̓um̓ uł axáʔ ti̓ʔ pʕa 

iʔ naqs əčkpaqs uł iʔ naqs əčʕ̓ax̌m̓ 

uł iʔ naqs wəswisxn̓ iʔ sw̓pčin̓s 

uł čəčmíkaʔst iʔ púpaʔs 

tałt in̓x̌ást in̓pəspús 
 
 

 
Five cats are playing 
This one is brown and this one is grays 
One has a white nose and one scratches 
And one has long whiskers 
And the kitten has small feet 
I really like my cats 

 

 
 
12. in̓pús Puff 
 

kn̓ kłpus iʔ skʷists Puff 

ti̓ʔ y̓y̓ir uł tətuqʷ 

yʕat sx̌lx̓̌ʕalt̓ tc̓̌łəkʷam̓ t sqʔim̓ 

uł iʔ spum̓ts ti̓ʔ łix 
 
 
I have a cat called Puff 
She is round and soft 
Everyday she laps up her milk 
and her fur is very slick and smooth 
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13.  ca̓knílxʷ smalk̓̓ʷíkst 
 
ca̓knílxʷ smalk̓̓ʷíkst k̓ anwí uł in̓cá 

kʷlk̓ʷil,̓ kʷrk̓ʷriʔ uł q̓ʷy̓q̓ʷʕay ̓

iʔ naqs iʔ smalk̓̓ʷíkst in̓misxǎ́st 

ixíʔ kʷrk̓ʷriʔ t smalk̓̓ʷíkst 

 

kʷlk̓ʷil,̓ qʷyq̓ʷʕay̓, q̓ʷyq̓̓ʷʕay ̓nixʷ 

qʷn̓qʷin̓, yəsyus uł p̓m̓p̓um̓ 

ixíʔ yʕayʕát ismalk̓̓ʷíkst 

ixíʔ yʕayʕát ismalk̓̓ʷíkst 

 
 
Colorful mittens for you and me 
Red, yellow, and black 
One pair of mittens that I like the most 
Those yellow mittens 
Red, blue, black, green, purple, brown 
That is all of my mittens 

 
 

14.  ʔučlx̓, ʔučlx̓ astáłm̓ 
 
ʔučlx̓, ʔučlx̓ astáłm̓ 
k̓ək̓aʔlí l ̓saʔtítkʷ 
lim̓t, lim̓t, lim̓t, lim̓t 
sxʷlx̓ʷalt̓ cx̓̌ił t sqiʔs 
 
ʔučlx̓, ʔučlx̓ astáłm̓ 
k̓ək̓aʔlí l ̓ti̓k̓ʷt 
lim̓t, lim̓t, lim̓t, lim̓t 
sxʷlx̓ʷalt̓ cx̓̌ił t sqiʔs 
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Paddle, paddle your boat 
slowly on the river 
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily 
Life is like a dream 
 
Paddle, paddle your boat 
slowly on the lake 
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily 
Life is like a dream 
 
 

15.  kn̓ sn̓lt̓iʔtn̓ 
 
 

kn̓ sn̓lt̓iʔtn̓, tə̓tq̓̓álaʔqʷ uł q̓ʷučt 

axáʔ in̓tk̓míplaʔ, axáʔ in̓cx̓ʷmín̓ 

kn̓ ła čxʷʔul ̓mi kn̓ tq̓ʷčin̓ 

kʷuʔ wulmín̓t uł kʷuʔ n̓cx̓ʷan̓t 
 
I am a little teapot, short and fat 
Here is my handle, here is my spout 
When I get steamed up then I shout 
Tip me over, pour me in 
 
 
 

16.  haʔ kʷ səčʔitxəx ? 
 
haʔ kʷ səčʔitxəx ? 

haʔ kʷ səčʔitxəx ? 

łqáqčaʔ Dalton, łqáqčaʔ Dalton 

łəkʷəkʷʕast lw̓liwlx̓, əčlw̓wiw̓ 

čʕan̓, čʕan̓, čʕan̓ 

čʕan̓, čʕan̓, čʕan̓ 
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łkíkxaʔ Alicia... 
łsísn̓čaʔ Trent... 
łčəčʔups Lanae... 
 
 
Are you sleeping... 
Are you sleeping... 
Older brother Dalton, older brother Dalton? 
Morning bells are ringing, they're ringing 
Ding ding dong 
Ding ding dong 
 
...older sister Alicia 
...younger brother Trent 
...younger sister Lanae 


